On January 22, 1994, while Smith, 1909; Blatchley, 1910; Wheeler, 1919; Plath, 1934) as well as some European records (Redtenbacher, 1858; Carus and Gerstaecker, 1863; Eichhoff, 1866; Gorham, 1869; Perris, 1869-70; Bugnion, 1869-70; Seidlitz 1869-70; Hoffer, 1883; Fowler, 1889; Sharp, 1899; Wagner, 1907; Reitter, 1911; Sladen, 1912; Reuter, 1913; Alford, 1975) , but to my knowledge this is the first record in a Neotropical bumblebee species. Although Crowson (1981) the term "phoresy" and distinguished it from ectoparasitism by the fact that the portee does not feed on the porter and eventually dismounts and has no further relations with the latter. The earliest observations of "this habit" seem to have been made by the British coleopterist T.J. Bold (1856, 1871) . The feeding habits of the adult and larval Antherophagus seem to have been observed by some of the authors mentioned above, but they do not clearly state their observations. Charles Janet (1897) studied the known cases of phoresy more comprehensively and expanded the concept and distinguished no less than six different categories. Several authors have reported cases of phoresy (Banks, 1911; Warner, 1903; Brues, 1917a Brues, , 1917b Rabaud, 1917; Wheeler, 1919) . The majority of them made reference to Antherophagus and the ways it attaches to the legs, mouthparts or antennae of bumblebees for the purpose of being transported. Antherophagus have a very characteristic structure of the mandibles which enables them to grasp firmly any of the bee's appendages, and they have red integument with golden yellow hairs that is characteristic of many myrmecophilous beeties.
